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REVIEWS 


An interesting and instructive portion of the book is the chapter 
on animal experimentation and deductions in which the author 
brings his work up to the knowledge of the day from the experi¬ 
mental side. 

_ There seems to be no great advance in our knowledge of the 
disease described nor any radical or new ideas expressed, but 
the work stands as a very complete resume of the best and most 
recent conceptions of the disease, and a starting point for the 
advance work of the future which must come before complete 
solution of this "American problem” can be reached. The book 
is well put together, is very readable, well printed, and the illus¬ 
trations are unusually good. F. H. K. 


Clinical Disorders of tiie Heart Beat. By Thomas Lewis, 
M.D., D.Sc., M.R.C.P., Lecturer in Cardiac Pathology, Univer¬ 
sity College Hospital Medical School. Pp. 104, 48 diagrams. 
London: Shaw and Sons; New York: Paul B. Hocber, 1912. 

There are few who are not aware of the great strides that hnve 
been made in recent years regarding our knowledge of the mechan¬ 
ism of the heart beat and its disorders, by means of precise graphic 
methods. Because of the difficulty of applying these methods 
without special training and study, disorders of the heart beat 
have not received from the majority of medical men the attention 
that their importance merits. Many are still content to speak 
of a pulse rhythm in vague terms such as “very irregular” or 
“somewhat irregular” or “intermittent” or “bigeminal,” without 
attempting to identify these disturbances exactly, as they can and 
should be. 

It has long been noted that only in certain cardiac cases, digitalis 
preparations have been efficient in lowering the pulse rate and 
improving the patient’s condition. Where it has not been efficient, 
the preparation has been blamed and another form used, or one of 
the other remedies with more or less reputation as a cardiac 
“stimulant” lias been substituted. We know now, thanks mainly 
to the careful observations of James Mackenzie, that the nature 
of the disturbance determines the efficacy of the drug; that the 
totally irregular pulse of auricular fibrillation is par excellence the 
condition responding most frequently to medication by drugs of 
the digitalis group; that hearts with normal rhythm respond in not 
more than 30 per cent, of cases; and that various other types of 
irregularity either do not call for the drug or even contraindicate 
its use. It, therefore, behooves the medical attendant to recognize 
very clearly beforehand what the results of his medication are 
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likely to be. This he can do hy simple means without graphic 
records; and it is to help in such recognition that Lewis has 
written this hand-book. How well he has done it, any one 
acquainted with his previous writings and his numerous con¬ 
tributions to the field of cardiac research will know. 

The book comprises seven chapters on sinus irregularities, heart- 
block, premature contractions (extrasystoles), paroxysmal tachy¬ 
cardia, auricular fibrillation, and pulse alternation. In each 
instance, the nature of the disturbance, its etiological and patho¬ 
logical relations, its subjective symptoms, recognition, prognosis, 
and treatment are described. Most cases of pulse alternation can 
scarcely be recognized without graphic means, and here Lewis 
recommends the use of a simple instrument, such as the Dudgeon 
sphygmograph. The arrangement of the book is methodical, 
and its style as clear and concise as the book itself is brief. Lewis 
aims to bring to general recognition essential facts that have 
hitherto been known to comparatively few. His book is a valuable 
contribution, and deserves to be widely read. H. G. S. 


Delayed and Complicated Labor. By Robert Jardine, Pro¬ 
fessor of Midwifery in St. Mungo’s College, Glasgow. Pp. 343; 
107 illustrations, 3 in colors. New York: William Wood & Co., 
1912. 

This book is evidently designed, on the principle of clinical lec¬ 
tures, for ready reference and to assist in a rapid decision as to 
plan of treatment in all the emergencies likely to be met in obstetric 
practice. As such it will prove useful. Many points about it are 
exceedingly good, notably the chapters on hemorrhage; the routine 
and operative treatment of eclampsia; the chapter on forceps oper¬ 
ations and embryotomy, and especially the pages (Chapter X) on 
Baudl’s contraction ring. This latter subject is fully and ably 
treated, whereas in many similar books it is passed over m a most 
superficial manner, although it would be difficult to imagine a 
complication that would get a man of moderate experience into 
into deeper water in so short a time ns a case of retraction ring 
improperly managed. The author states that this is a one man 
book,” and that he hopes it will be so considered. There are 
many points, of course, where the technique desenbed is open to 
discussion and perfectly justifiable difference of opinion, but there 
can hardly be two opinions as to the aseptic technique, which is 
distinctly‘bad. Rubber gloves, universally, do not seem to be 
known in Glasgow, and hardly an illustration of technique but 
shows bore hands and arms. Again, many of the illustrations are 



